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ALBURY BADMINTON CLUB 
                       Meets each Monday 

                            At Albury Village Hall 

                                    Adults 8 -10 pm 

         E-mail: 

badminton@alburyvillage.org.uk 

Tel: 01279 771833 / 01279 813387 

NEED A VENUE FOR A WEDDING 

RECEPTION, BUSINESS MEETING 

OR FAMILY PARTY? 

How about your own award-

winning Village Hall? Close to the 

School and Church, Albury Village 

Hall is a beautiful and accessible 

venue for business or pleasure.  

For booking details call 

Linda Cole on 01279 771577 

Or visit www.alburyvillage.org.uk 

Regular Events and Information 

Last Sun of Month: Patmore Heath Volunteer Group 10 a.m. - 12 noon  

Every Mon:  Albury Badminton Club at the Village Hall 8 ï 10 pm 

1st Tues of Month:    Albury Parish Council Meeting 

   Village Hall 7.30pm   

2nd Tues of Month: Little Hadham & Albury Parish Club                                           

                       Little Hadham Village Hall 7.45 for 8pm start   

4th Tues of Month    Mobile Police Station Albury Village Hall, 10.45-11.30 am                                                                  

                 Contact No: 0845 3300222  

                                 Alburyôs Police Sgt: Chris Hunt     

Every other Tues     Mobile Library:-                                                               

                   10.00-10.30 at The Bourne, Clapgate 

             10.35-10.55 at Parsonage Lane 

             11.05-11.25 at Patmore Heath (opp. Mill House) 

Alburyôs Acorns Pre-School:  (village hall)     

Sessions available for children 2 to 5 yrs. Also suitable for Early Years children of  

Albury School with transport of children from school to hall provided. 

Every Weekday Morning: 9am-1pm: 

Contact: Zoey Kelly / Fiona Clarke 07826 303560 and e-mail; alburyacorns@live.co.uk 
 

Albury Village Website; www.alburyvillage.org.uk 

 

EDITOR; Pam Blevins .Pear tree Cottage. Patmore Heath. Albury. Herts. SG11 2LX 

         Tel: 01279 771999. E-MAIL; pamblevins@onetel.com ALL EDITORIAL, ADVERTS & 

FEES BY THE 18
th

 LATEST PLEASE. 

ADVERTISING; Colette Moase; Tel: 01279 771615   

 

Cover Picture: M. Dalton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      

mailto:badminton@alburyvilalge.org.uk
http://www.alburyvillage.org.uk/
mailto:pamblevins@onetel.com
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Church Diary 
ASH AND QUIN VALLEYS TEAM 

St Maryôs Albury, St Ceciliaôs Little Hadham, St Andrewôs with Holy Cross and St Thomasô Much 

Hadham, St Maryôs Braughing, St Maryôs Furneux Pelham, St Maryôs Stocking Pelham. 

Churchwardens:    Giles Pitman, Penny Cottage, Patmore Heath, Albury. Tel: 771293 

           Dr Peter Radley, Christyôs, Albury End. Tel: 771291         

 

 

Sunday 7th December    2nd of Advent                         

11.15 am   Parish Communion and Sunday School         St Maryôs   

                       

Wednesday 10th December  

2.00 pm      Rehearsal of School Play for over 60ôs                 Albury School Hall 

 

Friday 12th December                 Albury School Christmas Fair 

 

Sunday 14th December    3rd of Advent        

9.15 am    Shared Communion               St Andrewôs, Much Hadham 

 - A celebration of Clive Slaughterôs 30th year of Ordination ï 

3.00 pm     Albury School Christmas Play and Carol Service      St Maryôs 

5.00 pm     Taizé style service              St Andrewôs, Much Hadham 

7.30 pm     Carol singing in the Catherine Wheel Pub 

 

Wednesday 17th December 

3.30 pm      Carols around the Christmas tree        St Maryôs 

 

Sunday 21st December     4th of Advent 

9.15 am     Shared Communion             St Andrewôs, Much Hadham 

6.00 pm      NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS                          St Ceciliaôs, Little Hadham 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE  

11.30 pm    Midnight Mass               St Andrewôs. Much Hadham 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

11.15 am   Family Service and Communion                   St Maryôs 

 

Sunday 28th December    Christmas 1 

No Service at St Maryôs 

9.15 am    Shared Communion             St Andrewôs, Much Hadham 

6.00 pm    Evensong                  St Ceciliaôs, Little Hadham 

  

Team Rector: Chris Boulton Tel: 01279 842609 Email: rectory@muchhadham.com 

Team Vicar: Revd. Jeanette Gosney Tel: 01920 822619 Email: vicar@braughing.org.uk 

Lifts to church: Should anyone need a lift please contact the churchwarden. 

Roman Catholic Mass: 

Furneux Pelham, Chapel of the Annunciation ï Saturdays 6pm ï Tel: 771322 

Puckeridge, St Thomas of Canterbury ï Saturday 6pm  

Much Hadham, St Andrewôs/Holy Cross - Sundays 11 am 

Old Hall Green, St Edmund of Canterbury - Sundays 11 am 

mailto:rectory@muchhadham.com
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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CHRISTMAS LETTER FROM CHRIS BOULTON 

 

I have decided to watch the Queenôs Speech this Christmas; that is if there still is one: Or has it 

been abolished? I am not sure if it is part of the licence fee any more. By the time the festivities 

are over I am not usually in an adequate frame of mind to attend to ñoneôs reflections on the 

annusò, preferring to sink into the blessed non Proustian oblivion of lost time unremembered, with 

Recession receding to dark recesses of the mind, and wrapping paper strewing the floor. However 

this year my monarchist susceptibilities have been rekindled by reading Alan Bennettôs tongue in 

cheek ñthe Uncommon Readerò, in which the Queen, frustrated by the tawdry and boring nature of 

daily encounters with her subjects, ñand how far have you come?ò inanities, takes to reading in a 

big way; asking of her loyal subjects ñand what book are you reading at the moment?ò The final 

denouement is when her Majesty threatens to turn to writing serious literature, not merely reading 

it. Civil servants and politicians are alarmed. 

I will not give the twist at the end away! 

 

The Queen, guided by Bennettôs pen, at one point remarks, ñYou go to a book to have your 

convictions corroborated. A book, as it were, closes the book.ò The author is altogether too 

cynical; for there are many open minded readers and seekers after new understanding: and yet all 

too often we do approach the written word in this manner. The authors with whom I agree seem 

miraculously to agree with me!  

I suppose the cosy embrace of the Christmas message to mean what it has always meant, the 

Word made flesh in a comfortable skin, is an example of popular corroboration. In fact the Word of 

God, born into the world, is more dangerous than a monarch freed from the convention of 

mouthing platitudes. 

God made man is not a closed book, it is an open invitation to write the future.   

I love Christmas and Epiphany and all the familiar routines and goodwill that it brings. I love the 

fact that I am prompted to send greetings to people whom I have known and loved and now meet 

rarely. But as a Christian the season impels me to find out more about this man Jesus whom we 

call the Son of God. I am also as a priest resolved, like Alan Bennettôs Queen, to try and avoid 

mouthing platitudes, while engaging in a deeper way with parishioners and congregations.  

Happy Christmas and as her majesty might or might not now say; 

Felix sit annus novus! 

 

Chris Boulton 
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SANTA IS COMING TO ALBURY 
This year Santa invites all the children of Albury to visit him on his sleigh on 

Sunday14th December 
He will be passing through many locations in Albury 

Catherine Wheel ï 3.45 pm 
Albury End ï 4.30 pm 

Church End/Entrance to Albury Hall ï 5.00 pm 
Village Hall ï 5.30 pm 
Clapgate ï 6.00 pm 
Barncroft ï 6.30 pm 

Patmore Heath ï 7.00 pm 
Carol Service at the Catherine Wheel ï 7.30 pm 

Please note all times are approximate  

               
   Childrenôs Quiz                SUDOKU 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1. What is the capital of Italy? 

2. Which King won the victory of Agincourt? 

3. Who was the architect of St. Paulôs Cathedral?  
                   
4. Who was thrown into the den of lions? 
 

5. Name two islands in the Mediterranean? 
                                 

Recycling Days for December  

Green Box 2nd/16th  

Brown Bin 10th/24th   

 

 

 

 

                                                        

  1  2 6  3  

3   1   6  5 

7   3   9   

   9   3 4 6 

 1   4   5  

2 4 3       

  8   9   1 

1     5  9 7 

 5  6 8   2  

Pot Luck Supper 
 

The next Pot Luck Supper will be on Thursday, 11th December from 7.30pm. 
 

Please contact the host to confirm attendance! 
Pat Dyson: Tel: 771379 

 
 
 
 

 

Fill in all the squares so that  

Every row, column and all nine  

3x3 squares contain all the  

digits from 1 to 9  

Answers on page 11 
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ALBURY WALKS 

 
Due to popular demand, Iôve been asked to include a pub visit in one 

of the walks around Albury.  Maybe this walk would be a good one for 

Boxing Day morning, when youôre trying to shake off the excesses 

of the day before but are still looking forward to a festive tipple 

later in the day! This walk is a gentle one and takes about 45 

minutes. Perfect for a pre-lunchtime stroll to the Catherine Wheel! 

 

 Starting down by Clapgate Crossroads, head out on the main road towards Little 

Hadham. A few hundred yards on your left youôll see a public bridleway sign. Take 

that path which will run alongside the field with the jumps. At the end of the field 

thereôs a blue arrow pointing to the right indicating the path running along the bottom 

of the jumps field. The path then winds up the hill to your left, also indicated by 

arrows. If you keep a good pace up this hill you can forgive yourself that extra 

helping of Christmas pudding the day before! 

 

 At the top the path bends to the left slightly to run alongside a fenced field. At the 

end of the path youôll turn left again onto a well-worn path which slopes down and 

then climbs up again towards woodland. If you look to your left youôll see across the 

village to the church. 

 

 Follow the path through the trees - it can get extremely muddy here, so hope for a 

good frost on Boxing Day morning to keep it firm underfoot. The path is clearly 

visible now all the way along to Bogs Cottage which youôll see in front of you as 

come down towards the private road leading to Patmore Hall. 

 

 Continue on the path past Bogs Cottage on your right and walk up the stony path 

into the lane towards Patmore Heath. Cross the heath at the end of the lane and 

turn left, walking down towards the main road and ending up in the Catherine 

Wheel, or continue to where you started at Clapgate crossroads which will take you 

just a few minutes along the main road to your left. 

 

Happy Christmas and happy walking! ïTracey Waples 
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A Concert in aid of the Jack May Trust Fund for Much 

Hadham Health Centre  
(Registered Charity Number 1088104) 

 

The Concert will feature the international renowned trumpeter Crispian Steel -Perkins 
accompanied by Lesley Pearson (organ) and Barbara Manning (piano).  

St. Andrewõs Church Much Hadham will be the venue for  this on Friday 12th December at 7.30 
pm. Tickets will be available from Mrs . Gina May: 01279 844083, Mr. peter Brighton: 01279 

842309 or by personal application to Much Hadham Health Centre.  

Tickets cost £12.00 and include a glass of mulled wine and seasonal refreshments. The Fund was 
founded in 2001 in memory of the late Jack May of Hunsdon.  

Its purpose is to provide  facilities and equipment for the  benefit of the patients at Much 
Hadham Health Centre Practice.  

Over the years it has funded projects such as the major refurbishment of the treatment room, 
provision of ECG machines, BP monitors, surgical equipment, diagnostic equipment, couches and 

more recently the refurbishment of the patientsõ waiting room area. Funds are also made 
available for patients who require professional counseling but are unable to afford this service. 

Any donations can come under the ôGift Aid Schemeõ for tax purposes.  

For further information please contact the Practice Manager or either of the Partners.  

We hope that you will be able to come and support this event. We can assure you that it will be 
a fantastic evening.  

Colin F.G. Brookbanks  

 

 

CALMNESS IN OUR LIVES  

 
        I  am passing this on to you because it definitely works and we could all use a little more 

calmness in our lives. By following simple advice heard on the Dr. Phil show, you too can find 

inner peace.  

Dr Phil  proclaimed, 'The way to achieve inner peace is to  finish all the things you  

have started and have never finished.' So, I looked around my house to see all the things I 

started and hadn't finished, and before leaving the house  this morning, I finished a bottle of 

Merlot, a bottle of Zinfandel, a bottle of  Bailey's Irish Cream, a bottle of Kailua, the rest of 

the cheesecake, some  Doritos, and a box of chocolates. You have no idea how good I feel  

right now.  
         

 

 
You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They left  

a little note on  the windscreen; it said 'Parking Fine.'  So that was nice.  
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Albury Village 2009 Calendar  

On sale now -  £5.00  

Order yours now for Christmas!  

771999 \ Pam  

 

ISABEL HOSPICE  
5 th  December ï Isabel Hospice Lights of Love Ceremony ï 5pm  

Market Square, Bishopôs Stortford ï This event is the third of our ceremonies held to 

remember loved ones throughout the Isabel Hospice catchment area. The ceremony, 

which lasts about 1 hour wil l be held around the Christmas t ree and will include a 

reading, carols and a speaker. The re will be a countdown before lights on the tree are 

turned on. Please come along, all welcome. If you would like to dedicate a light on the 

tree, contact fundraising at Isabel Hospice on 01707 376782 or download a form from 

www.isabelhospice.org.uk  

6 th  December ï Isabel Hospice Lights of Love Ceremony ï 4pm  

Bakers Walk, Bell Street, Sawbridgeworth -  This event forms part of our Lights of 

Love fundraising campaign which takes place throughout the hospice area th roughout 

December. The Bakers' Walk (Bell Street) ceremony will last approximately an hour, 

with a guest speaker and local choir. There will be a countdown and the tree will be lit 

in memory of loved ones. If you would like to donate towards a light, pleas e contact 

fundraising for a Lights of Love leaflet, on 01707 376782.  

5 th  6 th  and 7 th  December ï Christmas t ree Festival  

All Saints Church in Hertford will be holding this Festival in aid of the Church and 

Isabel Hospice. There will be around 100 4ft Christ mas Trees in the church which will 

be decorated by local businesses, schools and individuals. Wreaths and other 

decorations will also be on sale during the Festival. If you would like more 

information, please contact Denise Dilley on 01992 587113..  

7 th  De cember ï Jingle Bells and Bows Fun Run for Isabel Hospice  

Last year's successful event  raised nearly £20,000 for the hospice and saw nearly 400 

runners circling Stanborough Lakes in Welwyn Garden City. Sponsored by the Howard 

Centre. Run in fancy dress if you wish, maybe a Christmas pudding  or Father 

Christmas. Teams and individual runners welcome. There will be spot prizes on the 

day for the best dressed runners, and you will get a free glass of mulled wine (over 

18s only) and a mince pie. Entry is £10 (fr ee entry for under 16s). Race times to be 

confirmed. Watch this space. Come and see Santa in his grotto and make it great 2nd 

year. Call Lisa Seccombe for an entry form or email her 

lisa.seccombe@isabe lhospice.org.uk   

http://www.isabelhospice.org.uk/
mailto:lisa.seccombe@isabelhospice.org.uk
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POT LUCK SUPPER RECIPE 

Chocolate Layer Pudding  

Ingredients:  

2 tbsp Cocoa   1 level dsp. coffee powder   4oz fresh white breadcrumbs  

4oz Demerara sugar  5oz single cream    5oz double cream 

Grated chocolate for decoration  

Method:  

1. Mix together chocolate and coffee powders, crumbs and sugar  

2. Whisk cream until thick and forms peaks  

3.  In a chocolate serving dish, layer the chocolate crumb mixture and the cream, finishing 

with a cream layer  

4. Chill in the fridge for several hours and when  ready to serve, decorate with grated 

chocolate or chocolate chips.  

 

Dogs on the Heath ð Letter to Editor  

Dear Editor 

Could I comment on your òDogs on the Heathó item in the November Newsletter? 

I, my wife, children (now 40 years old) and six grandchildren  regularly walk on Patmore Heath, 

accompanied by up to six dogs. We have lived here for 38 years, and have never (yet) trodden 

on a dogõs mess. 

The Editors encouragement to òclear up after your dogó is wise. I often kick dogõs messes off 

the paths, and pic k up paper, plastic bottles and sweet papers.  

Are similar restrictions (to dogõs mess) to be applied to horse and pony droppings, sheep and 

rabbit droppings? Common sense should prevail. 

We all love our countryside, where animals live and thrive and where droppings are to be found. 

Patmore Heath, which is unique, might well be suburbanised if òRed pooh boxesó were imposed 

on the area.  

Yours faithfully  

Giles Pitman and all his extended family. (12 individuals)  

 

 

Gabby, 27, is looking for casual work .  
Housework, ironing, window cleaning, garden chores, car washing anything considered. 
 

Please phone Pam Webb for further details 01279 771465  
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Albury Parish Council  

 

Has invited Peter Sanders from the Stop Stansted Expansion committee to talk  to our 

village community about the facts and latest developments on:   Tuesday 2nd of 

December starting at 7.30 (after Parish Council meeting) in our village hall.  Please come 

and support our village with any questions you might have and enjoy some mulled  wine 

and homemade Christmas biscuits! Looking forward to seeing you there! - Brigitte Webster  



11 
 

Doorstep Hotline 

A local call telephone number 

for anyone wishing to pass on 

information about a doorstep 

seller. The number is:  

0845 60 444 66 

Sudoku 

591 826 734  

324 197 685  

786 354 912  

875 912 346  

619 743 258  

243 568 179  

438 279 561  

162 435 897  

957 681 423  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Childrenõs Quiz 

1.   Rome  

2.   Henry V 

3.  Sir Christopher Wren  

4. Daniel   

5.  Sicily, Malta, Cyprus, Sardinia,  Crete          

          Tel: 01438 737320 / 01923 471320  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FURNEUX PELHAM C OF E 

SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Sunday 7th December 

12 ï 3pm 

Many Christmas shopping stalls, fun 

for the children, Santaôs grotto, hot 

food, mulled wine and much more! 

All Welcome! 

Tel:01438
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Albury Primary School 

SATS results 

Mrs Atherton and her staff would like to extend their congratulations to the year 6 children for their 

excellent SATS results, once again!!  Unfortunately, we are able to publish our results in the 

interests of confidentiality but I know the teachers would be happy to discuss them with anyone 

who is interested in their child attending the school. 

KS1 Cross Country Festival 

The event was held at Albury School.  The Albury children ran against Spellbrook and Hillmead.    

We would like to extend huge congratulations to all the children that took part.  Well done every 

one.  

Wine Tasting Evening 

Thank you to all the parents who supported The Friends wine tasting evening and a special thanks 

to Jessicaôs mum for providing such delicious nibbles!!  

More Congratulations 

Congratulations to the six children in Year 6 who entered a Poetry competition and have had their 

poems selected to be including in the forth coming Poetry Anthology.   

Cycling Proficiency 

The school arranged for the children to take part in a Cycling proficiency course.  18 children took 

part in Part 1 and 9 children took part in Part 1 and 2.  (You may have seen the cycling very 

carefully up and down the hill). All the children passed with flying colours.  Well done!  

A Big Thank you 

The Friends of Albury School would like to extend a huge thank you to Pam Blevins for her very 

kind donation to the school after the successful Art Festival.  Thank You. 

Forthcoming Events 

14 December 2008            Nativity Play 

Every year the school present a Nativity Play in the Church.  All are welcome to attend and join us 

in celebrating the Festive Season in the traditional way.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests. 

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded 

to the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of 

time. All requests will be confidential. 

Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671 

                                   Pam: 771999 
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CATHERINE WHEEL EVENTS 

Christmas Menu 

See back page ð available all through December  

12 th  December  

Attention all ladies, handbag and jewellery party ð 7.00 Onwards 

14 th  December  

Carols, hog roast, mulled wine, winter pimms.  

Christmas Day  

Open for drinks 12.00 -4.00 

 Boxing Day 

Food available 12.00 ð 3.00 (last orders for food 2.30)  

Drinks only in the evening. 7.00 -10.30 

29 th  & 30 th  December  

12.00 -3.00 (last orders for food 2.30)  

Closed in the evening  

NEW YEARS EVE 

£25.00 ticket ð Party and Buffet , fancy dress ð movie themes 

Take away Service  
£7.95 Sausage & chips 

£8.95 Fish or Chicken & Chips 
Curry, with rice, popadom or naan bread - £9.95 

As above with a 2 pint pitcher - £14.95 

 

Patmore Wildlife 
 

Minotaur Beetles are known on Patmore Heath.   One of natureôs 

recyclers, they are actually a type of dung beetle. 

They dig deep tunnels up to one and a half meters long, the entrance to 

which is usually easily visible. Minotaurs are the only British ñrollerò 

species and the males roll rabbit dung with their hind legs and take it 

down to three or four side tunnels.  In each of these the female lays an 

egg which is left with the dung to fend for itself. 

Minotaur beetles prefer grassy sunny areas with good drainage and so Patmore Heath is an ideal 

place for them, particularly as there are plenty of rabbits. 

Work Party Dates 

Work Parties are held on Patmore Heath on the last Sunday of the month from 10.00 -12.00 

September to April. The work parties are a great way to keep fit and get outdoors in to the 

countryside and fresh air.  They also help protect the rare wildlife that is found at Patmore Heath.  

Everyone welcome ï the next dates are; - Gavin Vicary 

            30th November                   21st December 


